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(v) There is no significant increase in 
the potential for or consequences from 
radiological accidents; and 

(vi) The requirements from which an 
exemption is sought involve: 

(A) Recordkeeping requirements; 
(B) Reporting requirements; 
(C) Inspection or surveillance re-

quirements; 
(D) Equipment servicing or mainte-

nance scheduling requirements; 
(E) Education, training, experience, 

qualification, requalification or other 
employment suitability requirements; 

(F) Safeguard plans, and materials 
control and accounting inventory 
scheduling requirements; 

(G) Scheduling requirements; 
(H) Surety, insurance or indemnity 

requirements; or 
(I) Other requirements of an adminis-

trative, managerial, or organizational 
nature. 

(d) In accordance with section 121 of 
the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 
(42 U.S.C. 10141), the promulgation of 
technical requirements and criteria 
that the Commission will apply in ap-
proving or disapproving applications 
under part 60 or 63 of this chapter shall 
not require an environmental impact 
statement, an environmental assess-
ment, or any environmental review 
under subparagraph (E) or (F) of sec-
tion 102(2) of NEPA. 

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 51.22, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 51.23 Temporary storage of spent 
fuel after cessation of reactor oper-
ation—generic determination of no 
significant environmental impact. 

(a) The Commission has made a ge-
neric determination that, if necessary, 
spent fuel generated in any reactor can 
be stored safely and without signifi-
cant environmental impacts for at 
least 60 years beyond the licensed life 
for operation (which may include the 
term of a revised or renewed license) of 
that reactor in a combination of stor-
age in its spent fuel storage basin and 
at either onsite or offsite independent 
spent fuel storage installations. Fur-
ther, the Commission believes there is 

reasonable assurance that sufficient 
mined geologic repository capacity will 
be available to dispose of the commer-
cial high-level radioactive waste and 
spent fuel generated in any reactor 
when necessary. 

(b) Accordingly, as provided in 
§§ 51.30(b), 51.53, 51.61, 51.80(b), 51.95, and 
51.97(a), and within the scope of the ge-
neric determination in paragraph (a) of 
this section, no discussion of any envi-
ronmental impact of spent fuel storage 
in reactor facility storage pools or 
independent spent fuel storage instal-
lations (ISFSI) for the period following 
the term of the reactor operating li-
cense or amendment, reactor combined 
license or amendment, or initial ISFSI 
license or amendment for which appli-
cation is made, is required in any envi-
ronmental report, environmental im-
pact statement, environmental assess-
ment, or other analysis prepared in 
connection with the issuance or 
amendment of an operating license for 
a nuclear power reactor under parts 50 
and 54 of this chapter, or issuance or 
amendment of a combined license for a 
nuclear power reactor under parts 52 
and 54 of this chapter, or the issuance 
of an initial license for storage of spent 
fuel at an ISFSI, or any amendment 
thereto. 

(c) This section does not alter any re-
quirements to consider the environ-
mental impacts of spent fuel storage 
during the term of a reactor operating 
license or combined license, or a li-
cense for an ISFSI in a licensing pro-
ceeding. 

[49 FR 34694, Aug. 31, 1984, as amended at 55 
FR 38474, Sept. 18, 1990; 72 FR 49509, Aug. 28, 
2007; 75 FR 81037, Dec. 23, 2010] 

DETERMINATIONS TO PREPARE ENVIRON-
MENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS, ENVI-
RONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS OR FINDINGS 
OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT, AND RE-
LATED PROCEDURES 

§ 51.25 Determination to prepare envi-
ronmental impact statement or en-
vironmental assessment; eligibility 
for categorical exclusion. 

Before taking a proposed action sub-
ject to the provisions of this subpart, 
the appropriate NRC staff director will 
determine on the basis of the criteria 
and classifications of types of actions 
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in §§ 51.20, 51.21 and 51.22 of this subpart 
whether the proposed action is of the 
type listed in § 51.22(c) as a categorical 
exclusion or whether an environmental 
impact statement or an environmental 
assessment should be prepared. An en-
vironmental assessment is not nec-
essary if it is determined that an envi-
ronmental impact statement will be 
prepared. 

§ 51.26 Requirement to publish notice 
of intent and conduct scoping proc-
ess. 

(a) Whenever the appropriate NRC 
staff director determines that an envi-
ronmental impact statement will be 
prepared by NRC in connection with a 
proposed action, a notice of intent will 
be prepared as provided in § 51.27, and 
will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER as provided in § 51.116, and an ap-
propriate scoping process (see §§ 51.27, 
51.28, and 51.29) will be conducted. 

(b) The scoping process may include a 
public scoping meeting. 

(c) Upon receipt of an application and 
accompanying environmental impact 
statement under § 60.22 or § 63.22 of this 
chapter (pertaining to geologic reposi-
tories for high-level radioactive waste), 
the appropriate NRC staff director will 
include in the notice of docketing re-
quired to be published by § 2.101(f)(8) of 
this chapter a statement of Commis-
sion intention to adopt the environ-
mental impact statement to the extent 
practicable. However, if the appro-
priate NRC staff director determines, 
at the time of such publication or at 
any time thereafter, that NRC should 
prepare a supplemental environmental 
impact statement in connection with 
the Commission’s action on the license 
application, the NRC shall follow the 
procedures set out in paragraph (a) of 
this section. 

(d) Whenever the appropriate NRC 
staff director determines that a supple-
ment to an environmental impact 
statement will be prepared by the NRC, 
a notice of intent will be prepared as 
provided in § 51.27, and will be published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER as provided 
in § 51.116. The NRC staff need not con-
duct a scoping process (see §§ 51.27, 
51.28, and 51.29), provided, however, 
that if scoping is conducted, then the 
scoping must be directed at matters to 

be addressed in the supplement. If 
scoping is conducted in a proceeding 
for a combined license referencing an 
early site permit under part 52, then 
the scoping must be directed at mat-
ters to be addressed in the supplement 
as described in § 51.92(e). 

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 54 
FR 27870, July 3, 1989; 66 FR 55791, Nov. 2, 
2001; 72 FR 49510, Aug. 28, 2007] 

§ 51.27 Notice of intent. 

(a) The notice of intent required by 
§ 51.26(a) shall: 

(1) State that an environmental im-
pact statement will be prepared; 

(2) Describe the proposed action and, 
to the extent sufficient information is 
available, possible alternatives; 

(3) State whether the applicant or pe-
titioner for rulemaking has filed an en-
vironmental report, and, if so, where 
copies are available for public inspec-
tion; 

(4) Describe the proposed scoping 
process, including the role of partici-
pants, whether written comments will 
be accepted, the last date for submit-
ting comments and where comments 
should be sent, whether a public 
scoping meeting will be held, the time 
and place of any scoping meeting or 
when the time and place of the meeting 
will be announced; and 

(5) State the name, address and tele-
phone number of an individual in NRC 
who can provide information about the 
proposed action, the scoping process, 
and the environmental impact state-
ment. 

(b) The notice of intent required by 
§ 51.26(d) shall: 

(1) State that a supplement to a final 
environmental impact statement will 
be prepared in accordance with § 51.72 
or § 51.92. For a combined license appli-
cation that references an early site 
permit, the supplement to the early 
site permit environmental impact 
statement will be prepared in accord-
ance with § 51.92(e); 

(2) Describe the proposed action and, 
to the extent required, possible alter-
natives. For the case of a combined li-
cense referencing an early site permit, 
identify the proposed action as the 
issuance of a combined license for the 
construction and operation of a nuclear 
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